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What is Creativity ? 

“We want to change perceptions and 

challenge stereotypes, and create a 

new vision for young people” 

 Teacher, Creative Partnerships – Durham and Sunderland 



CCE has commissioned 

a great deal of research 

into this area. 

 

Key Publications 

Progression in Creativity: a 

literature review (2012) 

http://www.creativitycultureeducatio
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literature-review 

Progression in Creativity: 

developing new forms of 

assessment (2012 
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cation.org/progression-in-

creativity-developing-new-

forms-of-assessment 

 

http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-a-literature-review
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment
http://www.creativitycultureeducation.org/progression-in-creativity-developing-new-forms-of-assessment


You have to start by defining 

Creativity, and in defining 

creativity you have to make 

choices. 

  



Choice 1 

Divergent Thinking or 
Creative behaviour 

DT is principally a form of problem 

solving 

The majority of psychometric tests 

focus on DT. 

They test the number of ideas a 

person can have, the unusualness 

of the ideas, meaningful detail in the 

idea, ability to recognise problems, 

and the ability to shift perception. 

 

 



Choice 1 

Divergent Thinking or 
Creative behaviour 

DT is too narrow 

DT is overly focuses on originality 

and unusualness. 

Evidence of predictive quality of DT 

is very mixed. 

DT are a proxy but do not account 

for the transfer into ‘real-life’ 

DT finds it difficult to distinguish 

between creativity and unproductive 

eccentricity or random behaviour 

 

 

 



Choice 2 

Product vs Process 

‘Product’ or output testing explores 

the history of an individual’s 

behaviour 

For example the humour domain 

contains questions such as ‘I have 

created jokes that are now repeated 

by others.’ 

They are generally self assessment 

questionnaires  

They are generally predictive. 

 



Choice 2 

Product vs Process 

While suitable for testing adults, 

they are less suitable for testing 

children and young people 

because: 

• Children and young people have 

had less opportunity to display the 

key characteristics and hence less 

history on which to draw 

• Children and young people have 

less reliable responses to self 

assessment questionnaires 

 



Choice 3 

Little C vs Big C 

• Big C creativity is concerned with 

identifying outstanding creative 

genius, those with the capacity to 

create paradigm shifts – 

Michaelangelo or Einstein. 

• Big C creativity is a dimension of 

‘gifted and talented’ 

• A very high percentage of 

research is concerned with Big C 

creativity. Durham and 

Sunderland 



Choice 3 

Little C vs Big C 

• Big C creatives are often 

detached from the practicalities of 

the innovation which drives 

economies 

• Big C creativity is very rare 

• Big C creatives have 

characteristics which are rare and 

probably tangential – 

synaesthesia nnderland 



Choice 4 
 
 - Language 

  



OCEAN and 
NEOAC 

 

•Openness 

•Conscientiousness 

•Extraversion 

•Agreeableness 

•Neuroticism 

 



KTPI 

•Environmental 
sensitivity 

•Initiative 

•Self-strength 

•Intellectuality 

•Individuality 

•Artistry 

t 



DAVIS - 1992 

• Originality 

•Independence 

•Risk taking 

•Personal energy 

•Curiosity 

•Attraction to complexity 

•Open-mindedness 

•Need for privacy 

 



FEIST - 1999 

•Norm-doubting 

•Non-conforming 

•Independent 

•Hostile 

•Aloof 

•Cold 

•Introverted 

•Open 

•Imaginative 

•Driven 

•Ambitious 

•Anxious 

•Impulsive 

 

Creative Partnerships Tees Valley: Blaze! Opera project 
Photography: Highland Studios 



CHAVEZ-EAKLE 2006 

•High 
Cooperativeness 

•High exploratory 
excitablity 

•Low harm avoidance 

•High persistence 

•High self-
directedness 

 



Choice 5 
  

More Creative  

vs  

More often and in More places 



 

 Habit of Mind Sub-Habits of Mind 

  

1. Inquisitive Wondering and Questioning 

   Exploring and Investigating 

   Challenging assumptions 

  

2. Persistent  Managing uncertainty 

   Sticking with difficulty 

   Daring to be different 

  

Defining Creativity 



 

 
Habit of Mind Sub-Habits of Mind 

  

3. Imaginative Playing with possibilities 

   Making connections 

   Using intuition 

  

4. Disciplined Crafting and Improving 

   Developing techniques 

   Reflecting critically 

  

 

Defining Creativity 



 

 

Habit of Mind Sub-Habits of Mind 

  

5. Collaborative Cooperating appropriately 

   Giving and receiving feedback 

   Sharing the ‘product’ 

  

Defining Creativity 



1. Inquisitive  Wondering and Questioning 

   Exploring and Investigating 

   Challenging assumptions 

  

2. Persistent  Tolerating uncertainty 

   Sticking with difficulty 

   Daring to be different 

  

3. Imaginative  Playing with possibilities 

   Making connections 

   Using intuition 

  

4. Disciplined  Crafting and Improving 

   Developing techniques 

   Reflecting critically 

  

5. Collaborative  Cooperating appropriately 

   Giving and receiving feedback 

   Sharing the ‘product’ 



Conclusions 

from Testing 

  

 

It is possible but…. 

•You must train teachers to design 

lessons so that these behaviours 

are observable 

• You must train teachers to 

articulate and evidence their 

observations 
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Mental Models 
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